Reading List			Rising 8th Grade			Summer 2026
Summer Reading for Literature
[bookmark: _Hlk100218355]8th Required Novel: The Wednesday Wars by Gary D. Schmidt 
All rising 8th graders will be tested on this novel during the first week of school.
In addition, each 8th grader must read one of the following novels to complete the summer reading requirement. Students must only read one of the following books; however, any student who reads all of the optional books and can answer questions about each book will receive a $25 gift certificate to Wal-Mart.
(BB) Indicates books that are also on the Book List for Battle of the Books this year. 
[bookmark: _Hlk100219056]Bomb by Steve Sheinkin 
The Unteachables by Gordon Korman (BB)
[bookmark: _Hlk100228787]Gathering Blue by Lois Lowry
Feathers by Jacqueline Woodson (BB)

8th History Required Reading for Summer
8th – Ground Zero by Alan Gratz 

2026-2027 Academic Year Literature Reading List
Please secure the following novels for the 2026-2027 academic year:
[bookmark: _Hlk100219317]First Six Weeks: The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton 
Second Six Weeks: Peak by Roland Smith
Third Six Weeks:  Research Papers
Fourth Six Weeks: The Boy in the Striped Pajamas by John Boyne 
Fifth Six Weeks: Restart by Gordan Korman
Sixth Six Weeks: The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins

